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NEWCASTLE U3A NEWSLETTER                  SUMMER 2022 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Dear members, 

It has been a very busy end to the year with a 

number of first-time courses and excursions, as 

reflected in the interesting items in this bumper 

Newsletter for Summer reading! Many courses 

and excursions have had absentees, and as 

always Tutors and Course Clerks appreciate 

the notification from those who apologise for 

absence. Our thoughts are with the 

considerable number of members who have 

been impacted by COVID or other illnesses, 

and those whose Christmas plans with family 

will be affected. 

The new Program for Term 1 and 2 of 2023 

has just been released and it is another great 

one with plenty of variety, new courses and 

excursions – thank you to our generous 

Tutors and Course Leaders. It’s very good to 

see an increased number of members offering 

to share interesting knowledge and 

experiences! Congratulations to the Program 

Coordination Team on pulling this together, 

particularly the effort that has gone into 

programming 18 individual talks, most of them 

on a Tuesday. You will get a taste of the wide 

range of returning courses and intriguing new 

offerings in the item on the new Program 

below. 

Many thanks, as always, to the members of our 

Committee for their year-round work “behind 

the scenes” to keep everything running 

smoothly; to the 60-odd Course Clerks who so 

ably support both Tutors and members, and to 

our other key “back of house” volunteers who 

contribute throughout the year. 

I hope all members can have a relaxed and 

happy Christmas, and a safe and happy New 

Year, and look forward to seeing you at the 

Members’ Picnic on Thursday 2 February 

2023. 

Jenny Williams 

President   

 

  

mailto:newcastleu3a.au@gmail.com
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HELP! WANTED 

The philosophy of U3A is that of sharing of 

information, knowledge and skills between 

members – and the friendships that are formed 

as a result. As you know, ALL positions that help 

to run NU3A are held by unpaid volunteers – 

without them, there would be no one to 

schedule the courses, book the venues, manage 

the membership and enrolments and do the day-

to-day running of NU3A that make the delivery of 

our great Program of courses possible.  

A number of people who have held key roles for 

some years are looking to step back or share 

their role during 2023 – including several of our 

Committee and office bearers, our IT 

Coordinator, Enrolments Officer and some of the 

Program Coordination Team. Now is an ideal 

time to take on an “understudy” role, while the 

experienced incumbents are available to support 

and mentor new recruits. 

We are concerned that some course/activities 

may have to be cancelled if there are not enough 

volunteers to share the administrative load. So, if 

you are a keen supporter of NU3A and would like 

to know more about any of the soon-to-be 

vacant roles, please email 

newcastleu3a.au@gmail.com or give me a call on 

0438 732 519. I urge you to think about “having a 

go” so that our organisation continues to run 

smoothly. 

Jenny Williams 

President  

2023 Program  
 

The NU3A 2023 Semester 1 Program was 
published recently. Here’s a summary. 
 

Thanks to the dedication of our tutors, our 
regular weekly courses will continue - 
languages, philosophy, physical activities, 
mindful practices, music, and games. A 
couple of new language courses have been 
added – French Beginners and German 
Conversation.  
 

Many excursions have been planned 
(including art, history and science walks and 
tours), the Morpeth cruise (postponed 
many times due to Covid) and some new 
ones - Dobell House and Delprat House.  
 

Two popular short courses on legal and 
health issues pertinent to our age group will 
run again in a revised format - A Stitch in 
Time and Optimal Ageing. 
 

Although Ron and Carol Davis have retired 
from organising their weekly engaging and 
informative Tuesday Talks program, we 
have been able to add various individual 
talks, sprinkled throughout the program, on 
travel, history, design, science… and more. 
 

The Newcastle Theatre Company (NTC) 
program offers the chance to attend ‘live’ 
drama performances at a reasonable price, 
close to home, with a popular Sunday 
matinee option. 
 

There are also ongoing, and new, social 
activities – breakfast, morning coffee, lunch, 
and dinner opportunities. And informal 
morning tea for members every 
Wednesday at Carrington Bowling Club 
starting 4 January – just turn up. 
 

See you in 2023, there’s something for you. 

mailto:newcastleu3a.au@gmail.com
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THANK YOU, RON AND CAROL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The NU3A General Meeting in September gave the 

Committee and members a perfect opportunity to 

formally say “thank you” to Ron 

and Carol Davis following their 

retirement from organising the 

regular Tuesday Talks for NU3A at 

the beginning of Term 3 this year.  

 

Those present were regaled by Associate Professor 

Howard Bridgman’s hilarious analogy of cloud 

formations with the vagaries of recruiting speakers for 

32 talks each year – and then managing the last-minute 

changes that frequently occur! Howard, a regular 

Tuesday Talks and back-up presenter, used impressions 

and descriptions of weather conditions to represent 

how Ron and Carol might have felt organising the talks, 

prompting frequent laughter from the audience and 

Ron and Carol.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
It is hard to capture their contribution of organising 32 

fascinating talks every year for 17 years, but Ron 

Robinson did a great job in proposing NU3A’s vote of 

thanks to this remarkable couple. He noted that “It was 

like finding a cult-following of those who trust Ron and 

the speaker-searching skills of Carol, to provide 

entertaining well researched speakers. I soon learnt 

that, even if you thought you had no interest in a topic, 

book in because you never left a presentation 

disappointed.” Ron spoke about the various venues, 

including Zoom during COVID, and the wide variety of 

topics and inspiring speakers that were covered in those 

17 years of talks that kept the brain active and 

enhanced our knowledge.  He contacted former 

presenters, who all responded that it was their pleasure 

to be involved, it gave them an audience to present 

matters they were passionate about……….then they 

added “have you ever 

dealt with Ron and 

Carol?”  Such a sweet 

couple, such a 

persuasive couple and 

when they want you 

to do something such 

a determined couple. 

 

Those in attendance gave Ron and Carol a standing 

ovation to show our appreciation for their enormous 

contribution to NU3A. We will miss them, but they 

continue to be very active with the Newcastle Philatelic 

Society, and we wish them well in their (semi) 

retirement. 
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TUTORS AND COURSE CLERKS MORNING TEA  

In the years “BC” (before COVID) it had been the 

practice of the NU3A Committee to hold an 

informal morning tea for Tutors, Course Leaders, 

Course Clerks and other key volunteers – who 

together make our U3A a vibrant organisation that 

provides learning and social opportunities for over 

600 members.  This is our way, on a very modest 

scale, to say “thank you” to all these wonderful 

people who give so generously of their knowledge, 

experience, skill and time to NU3A.  

For obvious reasons, it has not been possible to do 

this since 2019, so the Committee was very pleased 

to be able to hold a morning tea at Carrington 

Bowling Club after the end of Term 4. At this time 

of year, not everyone invited was available, but we 

were even more pleased to have over 60 guests 

attend! Judging by the prevalence of animated 

conversation and happy faces, everyone enjoyed 

the occasion thoroughly, and we look forward to 

being able to continue the practice in future. 
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FIVE U3As JOIN US FOR REGIONAL UKE EVENT 

BEATLEMANIA 

What a great event! In a first for our 

Region – and we believe the biggest of 

its kind in NSW –  100 plus members 

from five U3As across the Central Coast 

Hunter joined forces on Tuesday 18th 

October at Wallsend Diggers Club, with their ukuleles, 

to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the Beatles’ first hit 

in 1962.  

 

 

 

 

The event was the brainchild of Newcastle U3A’s 

Ukulele Course Leader, Susan Coggan. The invitation 

from NU3A to others in our area to combine for a 

singalong-style performance was enthusiastically 

accepted by those with Uke groups from Lake 

Macquarie, Southlakes, Eastlakes, Maitland, and Port 

Stephens U3A. We scouted suitable venues and made 

the arrangements with Wallsend Diggers, who 

generously gave us use of their auditorium without 

charge, including seating, set up, and use of their sound 

equipment. Course Leaders Chris and Lorraine Charters 

(Lake Mac) and Paul and Pauline Kelly (Southlakes) 

checked out the venue and loaned and set up their 

professional sound equipment for everyone to use.  

Dressing up in 

Beatles-era (1960s 

and ‘70s) gear was 

the order of the 

day!  

Susan adapted and distributed a booklet of Beatles 

numbers to suit all levels of skill, for all participants to 

practice during Term and the mid-Semester break. The 

four large groups each led (from the stage) songs, such 

as “Ticket to Ride”, “Let it Be”, “Ob-La-Di, Ob-La-Da” and 

“Eight Days a Week” with the finale (“Yellow 

Submarine”) led on stage by the Course Leaders. Each 

group introduced those playing along in the audience to 

their particular style and approach, adding to the 

understanding and repertoire of all participants. 

Between sets, Susan entertained us with Beatles jokes, 

and at half time Pauline ran a Beatles trivia quiz – all 

great fun.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone had a great time, including lunch in the very 

pleasant atmosphere of the Club’s bistro courtyard. 

Plans are already afoot to do a similar combined event 

next year! 
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Upcoming  
Bass Ukulele Regional Workshop 

 

 

After the successful regional Beatlemania Sing-
along in October, several people expressed a desire 
to learn more about the bass uke.  
 
To encourage this interest, Lake Macquarie U3A is 
organising a regional workshop for any U3A 
member. The session will include discussing the 
benefits of a bass ukulele; equipment needs and 
costs; basic playing skills; and hands on playing a 
bass uke in small groups.  
 

When   Wednesday 1st February 2023 at 
10am – noon  

 
Where  Toronto Anglican Hall 211 Brighton 

Ave, Toronto, 2283  
 
Cost  $7pp to cover hall hire, morning tea, 

handouts etc  
 
Please bring Mug & name tag. Also bring your 

normal uke, so you can play along 
with the bass ukes for one of the 
activities 

 
Limit There is a limit of 12 U3A members. 

If more apply an afternoon session 
may be available  

 
Action  Go to 

https://www.trybooking.com/CDWWT 
to register. There is a 50c 
registration fee 

 

Regards 
Susan Coggan  
Phone 4959-7427 
u3acchregion.events@gmail.com  

 

 

OPTIMAL AGEING 

This new course, offered over three sessions in Term 3 

and 4, attracted almost 70 enrolments – by far the most 

popular course in the Program for 2022! The course was 

presented by Dr John Ward, senior geriatrician in the 

Hunter, and Tim Roberts, Emeritus Professor of 

Biological Sciences and Founding Director of InnovAAte 

Pty Ltd, with various guest speakers. The course 

provided a wealth of useful, practical information to 

members on ways to maintain health and wellbeing as 

we age, including important aspects of nutrition, 

weight-bearing exercise to maintain muscle and 

mitigate the natural loss of muscle-mass in later years, 

and intellectual, social and creative activity to maintain 

our brains and reduce the risk of cognitive decline – or 

dementia! Members were delighted with the course 

content with many comments on how helpful the new 

(or reinforced) knowledge was to them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A development of the course will be presented in Term 

2 by Dr John Ward with a range of expert guest 

speakers on healthy eating, physical and psychological 

wellbeing, our own living environment and planning for 

the future.   

Jenny Williams, Course Clerk 

https://www.trybooking.com/CDWWT
mailto:u3acchregion.events@gmail.com
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Carrington Walk  
25 October 
 

Julie Keating kindly agreed to run a second 

Carrington Walk (#380) for the people who’d 

missed out on her first. On a windy but sunny day, 

after a long spell of rain, a group of 15 enjoyed the 

very informative, easy walking tour around 

‘Onebygamba’ (large island) as it was originally 

called by the Worimi and Awabakal peoples before 

becoming known as Carrington in the 1880s, 

named after the state governor at the time. 

We walked past many large factories as we came 

closer to the colliery and shipping area, the latter 

being manmade, known as ‘the dyke’. Tucked away 

was a magnificent building called The Pump 

House, which housed the first large-scale power 

system established in Australia. (See photo.)   

 

We explored narrow streets and wide streets. We 

saw tiny weatherboard houses and grand double-

storey brick terraces, two weatherboard churches 

and, of course, many pubs. Julie pointed out which 

pubs had moved (usually to another spot very close 

by), which ones once had verandahs which were 

later removed due to changing council rules, and 

which ones were turned into residential apartments 

or commercial offices. 

What a treat to be guided by such a knowledgeable 

local history buff. Thanks Julie. 

Annette Walker (Course Clerk) 

 

 

The U3A Men's Breakfast course is a favourite.  

Turn up, eat breakfast, talk incessantly, share in-

depth wisdom, solve the 

world’s problems, burp. 

Well done: you graduate 

with a high distinction. 

Now waddle home for a 

Grandpa nap. 

Our meetings were scheduled for twice a term until 

mid-year when - such is our enthusiasm - we upped 

the frequency to once a month.  

At each meeting we set a topic for discussion next 

time. We allow each of our dozen or so members 

about 4 minutes to speak 

to the topic... After half-

an-hour - if a speaker is 

still going - Course Clerk 

Ron rings a five-minute 

warning bell 

 

 

The tucker at Carrington Bowlo is excellent. 

Roland Bannister, 
 Course Leader 
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The Wetlands in Spring 

 
The Wetlands covers 43 hectares, much of which 
has been reclaimed since 1986, previously a dump 
and football fields. Now restored by volunteers it is 
a treasure today, the oldest community owned 
wetlands in Australia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our second visit of the year, this time in glorious 
Spring weather and enjoyed by all. Bob and 
Margaret Stewart were our guides having 
answered a call for volunteers.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We greatly appreciated their contribution which 
made the experience so much more enjoyable. Bob 
and Margaret are good friends of U3A having been 
active members from the 1990s. They have 
generously agreed to do the same again next year 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Wetland habitat supports over 150 species of 
birdlife with many returning after migration to 
breed in the wetlands at this time of year.  
The usual peace and serenity were broken from 
time to time by the noisy 
courtship rituals and 
rivalries of the Dusky 
Moorhens. We also 
caught up with friendly 
Magpie Geese, Purple 
Swamphens, Pacific Black 
Ducks and Chestnut 
Teals.  
 
We had several of the photography class in the 
group who were well rewarded with many 
excellent opportunities given a diverse range of 
flora and fauna.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We took a moment out for a group photo too - 
thanks Phil. A great array of hats, very much 
appreciated on the day.  
 

 
At the end of the walk many met up at the 
Spoonbill Café for an enjoyable lunch and chat. We 
are lucky to have this treasure at our doorstep. 
 
Alan West 
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Maitland Regional Art Gallery 

3
rd
 November 

The exhibition at the 

gallery this time was 

“Material Sound,” an 

experience of sound 

within installations 

constructed from 

everyday things, which 

sometimes we are too ready to discard.  

We had the opportunity to have hands on at some 

of the exhibits, which provided some 

entertainment for the remainder of the group.  

 

 

 

 

The other exhibition was “Tales from the Greek” by 

artist Marco Lucco. This 

was a challenging exhibit 

based on Greek myths and 

tragedies. 

Another social lunch 

followed at the onsite Seraphine Café  
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10th November 

 

A first for NU3A was a trip to the Macadamia Farm.  

 
We had an interesting, if not biased, talk from the 
owner of the farm, explaining the process of 
growing and harvesting macadamias as well as the 
difficulties today’s farmers are facing with 

environmental and political challenges.  
 
The onsite shop and café fuelled us well with food 

and ice creams and lots of macadamia goodies to 

take home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tour of Orica, Kooragang Island 

4th November 

 

On a day when the rain held off seven of us 
enjoyed a tour of the Orica plant on Kooragang 
Island. 
Nicole answered all our questions and put our 
minds to rest over safety concerns - several of us 
live in the explosion range!  
The complexity of the plant was amazing with 8000 
pipes and warnings not to touch anything as it is 
either very hot or very cold.  
The plant manufactures ammonia, ammonium 
nitrate, nitric acid and carbon dioxide. The CO2 is a 
by-product and supplies half of NSW’s needs.  
Orica is a major generator of income for the Hunter 
Valley with $234m spent in NSW in 2021, $45m 
directly in the Hunter. They also donate nearly 
$300 000 each year in community grants and 
sponsorships.  
It was a very interesting 2+ hours and we came 
away with knowledge, a packet of brochures and a 
drink bottle.  
 
Thank you to all concerned.  
 
Tracey Nelson 
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      Elevating Art 

 
 

It continues to surprise me what a range of artwork is created each week with basic art materials in our basic 
meeting place, without specific guidance from an art teacher. We generally put out 4 tables in a square, with 2 
people to a table. If more come, we just add another table.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

At times I’ve wondered whether Elevating Art, run by the group, may have served its purpose, and need to be 
retired from the program. It was named by the tutor who started the course on Zoom with 4 participants in 
2020 and who, sadly for us, moved on after that year. However, the current participants voted unanimously for 
it to continue.    In 2023 it also has a new name: ART FOR ALL. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
You are all welcome to come and experiment. You’ll be amazed by what artwork you produce in this supportive 
and friendly group. BYO paper and pencil or ink or paints. 
 

Annette Walker (course clerk) 
 
 

If you boil a funny bone, it 

becomes a laughing stock … 

that’s humerus 
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Port Stephens Fisheries Institute 

Tour 

 
23rd November 

 

 
Another first for NU3A was a tour of the 
Fisheries Institute, following an excellent 
presentation given via Zoom as one of the 
Tuesday Talks earlier in the year. 
 
 After first being cancelled due to Covid and 
then having the date changed, the group 
finally got to do a very interesting tour.  
 
 The Fisheries Institute was celebrating its 
50th Anniversary the following weekend, so 
it was all geared up ready for lots of visitors.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The talk given was very informative and was 
followed by an inspection of the tanks 
holding fingerlings of kingfish and flathead 
ready for release. 
 

 
 

 
 

  



         NU3A NEWSLETTER                  SUMMER 2022 

 

13 / 17 

 

 

 

 
 
The opportunity to purchase those famous 

Christmas puddings and other goodies came at the 

talk about, and tour through, the Pudding Kitchen 

at Adamstown Uniting Church.  

 

 

 

It has been some years since NU3A visited this site 

and the wait was worth it, few went home empty 

handed. Run by two paid workers and many 

volunteers, the kitchen provides funds to support 

charitable work through the church. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Lake Macquarie Art Gallery tour  

24th November  

On this occasion the gallery had a showing of the 

2022 Lake Art Prize, the theme being ‘The Vessel: 

contained within and moving between’. It was a 

very interesting exhibition with artistic 

interpretations including a cardboard coffin made 

into a sailing boat where visitors could write their 

own messages.  

Another entry used face masks, some made from 

porcelain, but all placed so that they had the shape 

of boats. The winner of the prize is Braddon Snape, 

for his work Allusive Object 2022, which, using 

lighting, was indeed a striking piece of sculpture.   

 

The other exhibition was Longwater, a display of 

indigenous fibre art again based on the theme of 

water.  The time at the gallery was followed by a 

social lunch at the Three Bears Cafe 
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BAREFOOT BOWLING 

Our second Barefoot Bowls activity for the 

Semester was held on the 1st of December and 

everyone was keen to start bowling.  

Prior to commencing, Alan West explained the 

fundamentals of the game and how to bowl. This 

time we kept score and measured the closest bowl 

to the Jack for a little added competition!  

 

We also did a few fun warmup stretches before 

playing to prevent injuries.  

Most of our group have played very little bowls or 

not at all previously and it was great to hear 

everyone laughing and enjoying the social 

connection.  

At the conclusion of our tournament, everyone 

agreed it was a very enjoyable morning and would 

be keen to come along again next year.  

Anyone who has never bowled before and would 

like to give it a try, this is the perfect opportunity to 

socialise, have fun and possibly discover hidden 

talents.  

 

Annette Latter 

 

 

Belly Dancing and Middle Eastern 

Choreographies groups 
 

Bling!  
If you can hear the 
bling tinkling, you must 
be doing it right. That's 
what we found when 
we costumed up for 
the first belly dancing 
concerts in 3 years, 
due to COVID.  

 
With shimmy belts of 
coins and jewellery 
on our hands, 
heads, feet and 
ankles you could 
hear us coming 
along the corridors. 
 
 We also donned masks, 'wings', veils, sticks and a 
sword, to make things interesting. For most of us it 
was our first performance so we were nervous, but 
with Colleen's support we managed to finish with 

smiles, and those in attendance 
at both nursing homes and the 
end of year concert seemed to 
enjoy the show. 
 
Thanks especially to Vicki 
Merritt, who helped many of us 
sew our skirts and bolero's and 
to Sherill Jones, for organising 
us as Course Clerk. 

 
 Unfortunately, we saw the 
retirement from belly dancing of 
Joan Tibbits this year, at 95 
years of age. Joan is a legend 
and inspiration and continues 
to encourage us from the 
sidelines.  
 
Many thanks to Colleen Potts for another year of 
sharing her love of Middle Eastern 
Choreography. The year culminated in our concert, 
with Eastlakes U3A and the tap, burlesque and 
tribal dancers,.......jingling all the way. 
 
Dale Bray 
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Guided Writing Carry On 
 
Our determined little group commenced the year writing a short email and we are finishing the year with an 
1800-word short story. Our knowledgeable and enthusiastic tutor, Dee Lange, has guided our writing through 
stories that have ranged from the sad to the sublime, from the romantic to the ridiculous. Dee has fine-tuned 
our grammar and introduced us to a diverse range of published authors. Her commitment to our group has 
enabled us to build on our skills and improve our writing. 
 
We have come together for social activities, including a movie, a theatre visit, and lunch. 
 
If you are one of those people who are going to write but have not yet gotten around to it, stop procrastinating 
and join next year’s course. The discipline of set homework, the word count limits, and the deadlines for work 

to be ready for the next session, have helped us all compose better stories. 
 
Click on this link to read the final stories written by the group in 2022: Guided Writing Stories 

 
 
Happy  Christmas. Happy writing. 

 

 

This course was run for the first time this year. We have a small but 

extremely enthusiastic and chatty group of ladies. We have explored 

creativity, colour, and techniques, with the group each working on 

their own projects. The course proved so popular that the 

participants requested an increase from once per month to twice per month in the 2nd semester.  

 Absolutely no experience necessary and new members will be made very welcome when we return in 2023. 

 

 

  

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewcastle.u3anet.org.au%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F55%2F2022%2F12%2FNU3A-106-Carry-On-Guided-Writing-final-stories-2022.pdf&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cef894f388ed04172ee9e08dadfad2930%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638068232063182470%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AVXl6UvhDa%2F3g8QEcu%2BNvo0pxnFGd6R4XP6Tlm1rXlc%3D&reserved=0
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Trivia 
 

1 How many wings does a house fly have? 
 
2 Which modern city has been known by both the 

names Byzantium and Constantinople? 
 
3 Who is Bruce Wayne/Batman’s butler. 
 
4 In chess, how many squares may the king move 

usually? 
 
5 Name the three Bronte sisters. 

 
6 Who was the first person to orbit the Earth? 
 
7 Where were the Dead Sea Scrolls found? 
 
8 What type of creature is a lumpsucker? 
 
9 The human heart contains two sets of chambers. 

What are they? 
 
10 What facial feature is the Mona Lisa missing? 
 
11 What type of creature is a Tawny Frogmouth? 
 
12 Opal is the birthstone for which month? 
 
13 What planet is closest to the Sun? 

 
14 What is the most common name in nursery 

rhymes? 
 

15 Traditionally, what is the first wedding anniversary 
known as? 
 

16 What is the hardest substance in the human body? 
 
17 What are the four colours of The Wiggles? 
 
18 What element has the chemical symbol F? 
 
19 Rococo was an ornate art style that flourished 

during which century? 
 
20 Who is the wife of comic strip character Hagar the 

Horrible? 
 
21 Which Australian athlete was known as the Lithgow 

Flash? 
 
22 In which country is the Valley of the Kings? 
 
23 What is the first name of Mr Darcy in Pride and 

Prejudice? 
 

24 Does a navel orange have seeds? 
 

25 In which year did Australia get colour television? 
 

26 How many sixes did Don Bradman score in his test 
career? 

 

27 The name of which disease means ‘bad air’? 
 
28 Which horse won both the 1968 and 1969 

Melbourne Cups? 
 

29 An orchestral xylophone is called what? 
 
30 What is the most populated city in the southern 

hemisphere? 
 
31 Who was the magician at the court of King Arthur? 

 
32 What’s the capital of Chile? 

 
33 In what season does an indian summer occur? 

 
34 Who was the little boy who owned Pooh bear? 

 

35 How many moons does Jupiter have? 
 

Answers 
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Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners' Advocate, 

Tuesday 26 December 1922 

CHRISTMAS TIME. OBSERVANCE IN NEWCASTLE.  

With the closing of the large stores and other business 

premises at one o'clock on Saturday, and the departure 

of a great proportion of the citizens to the popular 

watering places, Newcastle was left a very quiet place 

indeed. For those who remained in town the beaches 

formed the great attraction, and the fancy fair carnival, 

which is being conducted by the Newcastle District 

Sailors and Soldiers' Memorial Management Committee 

for the distressed dependents of the men, was the 

feature of the open-air gaieties of the day. A number of 

events were also contested at the ocean baths in the 

evening. The theatres and picture shows were well 

patronised, as was also the ocean excursion by the 

Newcastle and Hunter River S.S. Company's steamer 

Gwydir.  

Special arrangements had been made by the railway 

authorities to deal with the traffic, additional trains 

being put into commission between Sydney and 

Newcastle, Toronto and Belmont. These were well 

patronised. The traffic from the coalfields towns was 

particularly heavy, and two extra trains were put into 

the service between Newcastle and Cessnock, and Kurri.  

Mr Crow, district superintendent, stated last night that 

although he had not yet the figures and believed the 

traffic handled would be found to equal that of previous 

years, in spite of the depression that had prevailed in 

the district for twelve months.  

There was nothing special in the tram service, which 

was stated to be that of a normal Saturday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Dad, are we pyromaniacs? Yes, we arson. 

2.  What do you call a pig with laryngitis? 

Disgruntled. 

3.  A commander walks into a bar and orders 

everyone around. 

4.  Never buy flowers from a monk. Only you 

can prevent florist friars. 

5.  How much did the pirate pay to get his ears 

pierced? A buccaneer. 

6.  I once worked at a cheap pizza shop to get 

by. I kneaded the dough. 

7.  When I told my contractor I didn’t want 

carpeted steps, he gave me a blank stair. 

8.  Bono and The Edge walk into a Dublin bar 

and the bartender says, “Oh no, not U2 

again.” 

9.  Prison is just one word to you, but for some 

people, it’s a whole sentence. 

10.  I’m trying to organize a hide and seek 

tournament, but good players are really 

hard to find. 

11.  I got over my addiction to chocolate, 

marshmallows, and nuts. I won’t lie, it was 

a rocky road. 

12.  What do you say to comfort a friend who’s 

struggling with grammar? There, their, 

they’re. 

13.  I went to the toy store and asked the 

assistant where the Schwarznegger dolls 

are and he replied, “Aisle B, back.” 

14.  What did the surgeon say to the patient 

who insisted on closing up her own 

incision? Suture self. 

15.  I’ve started telling everyone about the 

benefits of eating dried grapes. It’s all 

about raisin awareness. 

 

 


